
The location of this meeting is handicap accessible, and reasonable accommodations will be 
provided to persons requiring assistance.  If you have a special accommodation need, please 
contact the Newton ADA Coordinator Kathleen Cahill, 617-796-1125, via email at 
KCahill@newtonma.gov or via TDD/TTY at (617) 796-1089 at least two days in advance of the 
meeting date. 
 

CITY OF NEWTON 
 

IN BOARD OF ALDERMEN 
 

PUBLIC FACILITIES COMMITTEE AGENDA 
 

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 17, 2010 
 
7 PM 
Aldermanic Chamber  
& Room 209 
 
ITEMS SCHEDULED FOR DISCUSSION 
Chairman’s Note:  The Committee will meet jointly with the Public Safety & 
Transportation Committee to hold a public hearing and working session on the following 
item: 

REFERRED TO PS&T, PUB. FACIL. AND FINANCE COMMITTEES 
#310-10 ALD. DANBERG, ALBRIGHT, BAKER, BLAZAR, CROSSLEY, FISCHMAN, 

FREEDMAN, HESS-MAHAN, JOHNSON, LINSKY, MERRILL, RICE AND 
SCHNIPPER requesting that §26-8 and §20-21 of the City of Newton Rev. Ords., 
2007, be amended to establish criteria and provisions for requiring removal of 
snow in all districts by property owners, occupants, and property managers to 
sidewalks abutting their property and to review and amend enforcement 
provisions including structure of fines, for snow removal violations.  [10/25/10 @ 
4:39 PM] 

 
#385-07  ALD. SCHNIPPER AND GENTILE updating the Public Facilities Committee on 

the progress of the Newton North High School Project. [11/21/07 @ 10:23 AM] 
 
ITEMS NOT YET SCHEDULED FOR DISCUSSION: 
REFERRED TO PUBLIC FACILITES, PROG&SERV AND FINANCE COMMITTEES 

#312-10 ALD. LENNON, LAPPIN, SCHNIPPER, SANGIOLO requesting a discussion 
with the School Committee on its plans to address space needs in the Newton 
public schools. [10-27-10 @11:07 AM] 

 
REFERRED TO FINANCE AND APPROPRIATE COMMITTEES 

#311-10 HIS HONOR THE MAYOR submitting the FY’12-FY’16 Capital Improvement 
Program, totaling $174,246,135 pursuant to section 5-3 of the Newton City 
Charter and the FY’11 Supplemental Capital budget which require Board of 
Aldermen approval to finance new capital projects over the next several years.  
[10/18/10 @5:24PM] 

 
#245-10 ALD. SCHNIPPER requesting discussion with National Grid regarding the 

possible damage to trees as a result of gas leaks.  [09/01/10 4:00 PM] 
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#244-10 ALD. SALVUCCI requesting discussion with the Utilities Director and the Public 

Works Commissioner regarding the possibility of installing second water meters 
for outside irrigation.  [08/17/10 @12:18 PM] 

 
#223-10 ALD. YATES & ALBRIGHT requesting updates on the status of the 

reconstruction of the Needham/Newton Street corridor, which include details on 
the reconstruction funding, plans for the revitalization of the area, and plans for 
the implementation of transportation improvements.  [07/15/10 @ 1:02 PM] 

 
#192-10 POST AUDIT & OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE requesting review of Section 26-

30 Licenses for café furniture on sidewalks with the Commissioner of Public 
Works and the role of the Board of License Commission. [06/22/10 @ 2:08 PM] 

 
#204-10 Commissioner of Public Works, on behalf of NSTAR, petitioning for a grant of 

location to relocate pole 128/6 to the opposite side of ELM ROAD, a distance of 
50' +/- westerly from existing pole location.  (Ward 2) [06/21/10 @ 5:13 PM] 

 
#116-10 ALD. CROSSLEY AND HESS-MAHAN requesting discussion regarding 

status of ESCO weatherization audit focusing on building envelope 
retrofits proposed for Phase II and Phase III and coordinating those efforts 
to inform decision making on related capital expenditures. [04/13/10 @ 
7:24 PM] 

 
REFERRED TO PUBLIC FACILITIES AND FINANCE COMMITTEES 

#53-10 ALD. FULLER, SCHNIPPER, CROSSLEY & BAKER requesting a Resolution 
to His Honor the Mayor requesting the implementation of new parking meter 
payment methods and/or parking meter systems to eliminate the sole use of coins.  
[02/09/10 @ 12:43 PM] 

 (A) Resolution to His Honor the Mayor requesting that the pay station for 
the Cypress Street Municipal Lot be installed within 120 days APPROVED 
7-0 on 03/03/10 

 (B) Resolution to His Honor the Mayor requesting the implementation of new 
parking meter payment methods and/or parking meter systems to eliminate 
the sole use of coins –HELD 7-0 on 03/03/10 

 
#22-10 ALD. YATES & DANBERG requesting a report from current and former 

members of the Design Review Committee on the treatment of the members of 
the committee relevant to the Newton North High School Project. [01/04/10 
@8:16 PM] 

#397-09 NSTAR ELECTRIC petitioning for a grant of location to install a new pole 
(233/4-1X on the northeasterly side of HOMER STREET opposite Grafton Street. 
(Ward 6) [11-10-09 @ 12:24 PM] 

 
#367-09 PUBLIC FACILITIES COMMITTEE requesting discussion with the Law 

Department on how to resolve the dispute with NStar regarding whose 
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responsibility it is to repair the streetlight connection between the manhole and 
the base of the streetlight. [10/21/09 @ 9:00 PM] 

 
REFERRED TO PS&T AND PUBLIC FACILITIES COMMITTEE 

#196-09 ALD. MANSFIELD AND SANGIOLO requesting rescission of Sec. 19-99 (b), 
Speed humps of the Revised Ordinances of the City of Newton. [06/17/09 @ 
11:24 PM] 

  
REFERRED TO PS&T AND PUBLIC FACILITIES COMMITTEES 

#196-09(2) PUBLIC SAFETY & TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE requesting to broaden 
Sec. 19-99, Speed humps of the Revised Ordinances of the City of Newton to 
cover all vertical deflection:  raised intersections, raised crosswalks and speed 
humps, regardless of dimension.  [01/20/10] 

 
#175-09 PUBLIC FACILITIES COMMITTEE requesting monthly updates from the 

Department of Public Works on the Commonwealth Avenue project. [06-03-09 
@10:30 PM] 

 
#126-09 ALD. LAPPIN requesting an update on the status of repairs and rental of the 

Kennard Estate. [04/17/09 @ 2:49 PM] 
 
#111-09 ALD. ALBRIGHT AND MANSFIELD requesting discussion of recent 

information (made available to the Land Use Committee) from NStar related to 
double poles, focusing on the 350 double poles waiting only for removal of wires 
or streetlights by the City of Newton. 

 
REFERRED TO PS&T, PUBLIC FACILITIES AND FINANCE COMMITTEES 

#60-09 ALD. SANGIOLO, GENTILE AND HARNEY requesting the installation of 
traffic islands on CONCORD STREET to be funded with the Cabot, Cabot and 
Forbes Traffic Mitigation Fund for Lower Falls (Ward 4). [02/03/09 @1:01 PM] 

 
RECOMMITTED TO FINANCE AND PUBLIC FACILITIES ON 02/17/09 

REFERRED TO PUBLIC FACILITIES AND FINANCE COMMITTEES 
#13-09 HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to appropriate and expend 

three hundred eighty-five thousand dollars ($385,000) from bonded indebtedness 
to the Public Works Department for the purpose of replacing both the salt shed 
and the Quonset hut at Crafts Street. [12/30/08 @ 5:04 PM] 

 
 REFERRED TO PUBLIC FACILITIES AND PROGRAMS & SERVICES 
#8-09 ALD. HESS-MAHAN LINSKY, ALBRIGHT, FREEDMAN, MANSFIELD, 

JOHNSON, HARNEY & VANCE proposing an ordinance requiring that the 
installation of synthetic in-filled turf athletic fields on city-owned property shall 
use sustainable, recyclable, lead-free, non-toxic products to the maximum extent 
feasible. [12/30/08 @9:55 AM] 
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#457-08 ALD. LAPPIN AND SALVUCCI requesting discussion with NStar regarding the 
timely repair of City streetlights and the development of a standard response 
timeframe. [11/20/08 @ 12:51 PM] 

 
REFERRED TO PROG. & SERV. AND PUBLIC FACILITIES COMMITTEES 

#271-08  ALD. JOHNSON proposing a RESOLUTION to His Honor the Mayor requesting 
that he work with the Board of Aldermen, the Parks and Recreation Department, 
and the Department of Public Works in order to determine the most effective and 
efficient way to organize the work of managing our public resources. [07/17/08 @ 
9:53 AM] 

 
#208-08  ALD. GENTILE, SANGIOLO, SALVUCCI AND SCHNIPPER requesting a 

discussion on establishing a permanent Building Committee in the City of 
Newton.  [05/16/08 @11:47 AM] 

 
#253-07 ALD. LINSKY ALBRIGHT, JOHNSON, HARNEY, SANGIOLO, SALVUCCI, 

MANSFIELD, BURG, SCHNIPPER requesting (1) a review as to how provisions 
of applicable ordinances, specifically 5-58, were implemented during the course 
of the Newton North project, and (2) consider proposed revisions of 5-58 
including, but not limited to: 
(a) timely provision of documentation by the public building department to the 

Board of Aldermen and Design Review Committee; 
(b) establishment of liaison committees to facilitate communications and input 

from neighborhoods affected by projects subject to this ordinance; 
(c) approval of final design plans by the Board of Aldermen of projects subject to 

this ordinance; 
(d) oversight during the construction phase of projects subject to this ordinance 

by appropriate Board committee(s) both in respect to approval of change 
orders as well as design changes; and 

(e) generation of a required record detailing the entire construction process by the 
public building department to guide present and future oversight of projects 
subject to this ordinance.  [08/07/07 @ 3:12 PM] 

 
54-07  ALD. SANGIOLO requesting discussion with the School Department and the 

Public Buildings Department about giving the School Department increased 
control over maintenance of school building facilities thereby allowing the School 
Department to have direct authority to deploy/hire staff to make necessary repairs 
to their school facilities.  [02/09/07 @ 1:46 PM] 

 
#224-06(2) ALD. LINSKY, ALBRIGHT & JOHNSON, BAKER & SCHNIPPER requesting 

further deliberation on the conditions set forth in the Site Plan Approval Board 
Order relating to the Newton North High School project, considering possible 
expansion and modification of the conditions. 
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#155-06(2) ALD. BLAZAR on behalf of James A. Blackburn, 105 Wood End Road, Newton 
Highlands petitioning for laying out, grading and acceptance of WOOD END 
ROAD as a public way from the intersection of Mountfort Road westerly to the 
intersection of Nantucket Road, a distance of approximately 360 feet to the width 
of 45 feet.  [05/18/10 @ 11:52 AM] 

 
#152-06 PS&T COMMITTEE requesting discussion re Road Classification Design Types 

(as outlined by the Planning and Development Department) for future use as an 
overall management tool for the City. 

 
#386-04 ALD. SANGIOLO, HESS-MAHAN, JOHNSON, AND DANBERG proposing an 

ordinance to require that designers selected have LEED certification and include 
high performance/life cycle analysis for all municipal construction projects in the 
City of Newton. 

 
#321-04(2) ALD. JOHNSON requesting a RESOLUTION to His Honor the Mayor 

requesting that he expeditiously as possible find funding to create traffic calming 
measures on Mill Street as requested by the Traffic Council. 

 
REFERRED TO PROG. & SERV., PUB. FAC. AND FINANCE COMMITTEES 

#309-01 ALD. PARKER requesting increase in the income eligibility level of the 30% 
water/sewer discount for low-income senior citizens.  

 
 Respectfully submitted, 

 
 Sydra Schnipper, Chairman 
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DRAFT AMENDMENT – Sidewalk Snow Removal Ordinance  

 

For Discussion Purposes 

11/9/2010 
 

Delete Section 26-8 in its entirety, and insert in its place the following 

language: 

 

 

Sec. 26-8. Removal of snow and ice from sidewalks.  
 

In order to allow for safe pedestrian and wheelchair passage, every owner or 

occupant or person having charge of a building or lot of land abutting upon a 

paved sidewalk shall cause any snow to be removed from such sidewalk, 

including handicap access ramps, to allow for a passageway of a least forty-

eight (48) inches in width, and shall cause ice on such sidewalk, including 

handicap access ramps, to be removed, sanded or salted to allow for a 

passageway of at least forty-eight (48) inches in width, provided that the 

passageway shall encompass the entire width of such sidewalk, including 

handicap access ramps, on all sidewalks in business zoned districts, on all 

sidewalks abutting commercial properties in other districts, and in any district 

where the paved sidewalk is less than forty-eight (48) inches in width.  Snow 

shall be removed within twenty-four (24) hours after such snow has ceased to 

fall and ice shall be removed, sanded or salted within twenty-four (24) hours 

after such ice has come to be formed.   This section shall apply to snow and 

ice which falls from buildings, other structures, trees or bushes as well as to 

that which falls from clouds.  
 

#310-10
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Draft amendment to Sec. 20-21 increasing fines: 

 

 

Amend paragraph (d) of section 20-21, Enforcing persons and revised 

ordinances subject to civil fine, relative to ordinances enforced by the Police 

Department by: 

 

 1. Deleting, in Sec. 26-8 Removal of snow and ice in certain districts, 

the words “in certain districts”; and deleting the penalty amount of “25.00” 

and inserting in its place the penalty amount of  “50.00.”  

 

 2. Deleting, in Sec. 26-9 Putting snow and ice upon streets, sidewalks 

and bridges, the penalty amounts of “$25.00”, and inserting in their place the 

penalty amounts of “$50.00.” 

#310-10
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